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From wy Houfe in St \ames’s Square, 
February 15. 

FT ER che Thoughts have 

been employed in chings {ui- 

table to their Original Beau- 

ty, it is pitiful to ron imme. 

ae jato Childifh Affe- 
Giatiens, or litre Marts of Fancy, bet to 
wean them by degrees from off thofe 
bigh Flights. Tho’ fome of the Plots in 
the laft Paper may appear to be very 
mean and triflings yet the Morals are 
extraordinary, aud there might be ob- 
ferved in the moft abj-& Creatures there- 
in mentioued a certain kind of Gravety 
which is much above the little Gratifi- 
cations taken from bebolding Mirth or 
Levity. The Exit of the Arheift, 
with the Keficétions I made on the 
Vic'fitude of thofe little Animals who 
waded thro’ the Dew of the Morning, 
and ran ia Chafe of Mifts and Shadows, 
imprefs’d upon my Mind fuch a folemn Se- 
dateoefs, as carried me out into long 
Scenes of uncommosa Speculations. | 
have been looking in this continued plea- 
fing Sadnefs at Variety of Objeéts that 
are perpetually mounting up cowards the 


Clouds, and in a Moment, without beiog 
interefted in the Affairs of the World, 
drop down into Vapours and Porgetful+ 
nefs, Whether the Reader takes this 
Draught for a Delirium or a Dream, it 
may ferve to divert with the Images of a 
hondred changeable Reprefentations, and 
make him forget the fantaftical Humours 
and Cuftoms of the Town. After | had 
been engaged for fore time in feverai 
artful Inventions to find out the Na‘ure 
of thofe Beings,which I was very diligent 
in fearch of, [ tell infenfibly into a mot 
unaccountable Amufement, that had neis 
ther Sleepinefs nor Wearinefs in ir, 
but was ful! of nice Enqoiri¢es. I fancied 
as I was in my deep {earch into the dift 
ferent Caufes and Reafons of things, 
and of the various Changes many Atii« 
mals pafs through, T came to an open 
Place where a Man of a venerable Afped 
was fitting at the Door of a Cave, with 
a Book and Vencil in his Hznd. 1 obfer- 
ved him to take notice of the Movements 
of every little Infe& that paffed by him, 
and often viewing one of them upon his 
Table thro! a Magaiiying Gata, Then 
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be would minvte down the Remarks he 
made ot their Shapesand Proportions,’ I 
was migttsly taken with the Pentwene!s 
] (aw in his Cowntengnce, af wel as 1 
was with bis many ‘curious facies 5 buc 
to colour my Delign, I feigned co him 
as cho’ | chought his Employment alcoge. 
ther difagreeable to his Age, purpvicly 
so hear what Anfwer he would make: [ 
ask'd him why he fpent his Time after 
foch a carelefs manner, out ofthe way ot 
humao Gayety, or the Schools of loftrv- 
tion. te cold me he chofe that Retire 
ment.to avoid thoie Places of Education 
I meotioned ; For there (fays he) 1) fhall 
learn to fubmit Right to’toree. The 
fironger does not icruple to take the 
weaker’s Portion from hing.What is there 
more comaion than to fee Men inthe 
Face of Juftice contend for that which is 
not properly their own, and many times 
the Strite ends not before the utter Ruin 
of the Injured. Do not they who teach 
the Symbols of Mercy very often put off 
all Eowels of Tendernefs 5 what can be 
more furious than the Malice of Religi- 
ous Contefts? Their Heat is generally 
lengthened out into perpetual Enmity. 
Shall | not learn the moft unnatural Bar- 
barity in the Schools where you'd fend 
me? thall 1 not fee Inceft there ? hall 
J not know how to feize on every thing 
that lies within my reach, that 1 might 
Jay up Treafure like the Miler ? He er- 
tertained me with Variety of thele odd 
Hints, which were altogether iaftruGive, 
whether it wasin Complaifance that he 
thovght 1 was of his Opinion,and look’d 
upon thofe Men to be unfortunate who 
had their Reiideace in the Circles of 
Vanity, for which there can be no Word 
that fignifies a verier nothing. He ad. 
vanced (everal Paradoxes that required a 
vaft Capacity to reach; there feemed 
to be fomething above common Art ia 
his Arguments, 1 defie (fays be) any 
Maa to have {9 many Opportunities of 


ten his Genius as I have in this 
Ri Retirement ; for my Bulinels is to 


“eonverie@aily at ME Door OF my Cave, 


er withimatew Rods leogth of it, with 
the greateft Arcifts and Wits of the Age, 
who have a Nodlene{s in them that ia 
many relpects out-fhines Man, and makes 
him look like a fallen Star cloudel wich 
Smoke. He fitd, if lanocencyy -Indufiry, 
and a {mall $:o¢k of Knowledge ought ty 
be counted a Vertue, none had a jdfter 
Claim to i¢ chan the Company he kept; 
tho’ uany of them appeared but as (mal! 
Lights aod Shadows, which are, aften 
fheitered in the Mifts of the Air, hid in 
Sheets of Water, of buried under Clods 
of Earths yee their different AQ@ions 
mix’d with Lightnefs and Mirth, are 
perhaps one of the profoundeft Anyffe 
on which our Reafon can be exercifed ; 
and he was furprized that fo few People 
perceived it. For (fays he) the fevesal 
Beautiful Perfeflions I behold in ghem 
lead me into a thoufand fiae aod uncom- 
mon Notions ; they give me arf Idea of 
the very Nicenefs of the Inftrument chat 
work’d every particular part of their 
Veias and Arteries,which are fo curioully 
joyned and put together. Then he flopp’d, 
and with a fort of an anefual hafte,ferch'd 
out of his Cave a large tly. This Infeét 
(fays he) has feveral Miracles to be feen 
in it, if all its joft Meafures were narrow- 
ly enquired into; befides the Senfe that 
1 find to be infufed into it 3 for the Crea. 
ture lives and guides it felf in a regular 
and fleady Courfe, and knows when be 
rifes in a fair or an intotlerable Morning, 
how to goto the l’ortion provided for 
its Nourifhment. 1 thought he would 
now have ended {peaking about thefe mi- 
mute Creatures, but he weot on, and 
carried the Poiot ftill farther, upon the 
Policy and Cunning of much lefler Be- 
ings than that Infeét which he had in his 
Hand; for feeing an Ant creep along, he 
took it wp. I challenge (fays he) any of 
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thofe Pérfons whe value themfelves upon 
account of their Adtivity, to go through 
near fo much BalinefS, or produce half 
the Adventures with lefs Miftakes, than 
this Infeét has been engaged in, and will 
pafs through before next Michaclmais, 
the rime of her marching into Winter. 
Quarters By the Notie I have taken 
(continued he) of thefe Creatures, they 
feem to be a fubtil Generation, as if they 
had a kind of a Form of Government a- 
mong them, and the Objervations of 
Juftice and Charity, which are kept fo 
ftriét, that ic far exceeds the Manage- 
ment and Hon-fly of fume Men. Ihave 
frequently (added he) fat down by their 
Hilt, when they came crowding home 
in aa Evening, and feea that when an old 
Ant has deprived a young one of what 
fhe had been labouring for with much In- 
duftry, others have come in and reftored 
all that was taken from her, and inflifted 
a deferved Punifhment upon the Offen- 
der.Before be pais'd off from the Hiftory, 


he gave me a Relation of the many Fa- 
tigves and Labours he had obferved they 
went thro’ to maintain themfelves, with 
the manner of their getting and hoarding 


up their Stores, He told me they were 
fo knowing, that they feemed to converfe 
together at their publick Meetings, and 
underftood accidental things conceraing 
themfelves ; fer tho’ their Language is 
fomewhat broken aod unintelligible, yet 
they apprehend one another by particular 
Signs. He brought in a very pretty Ex- 
ample that they never lofe thei¢ way 
when they are out upon their Progreffes. 
I have (fays he) often made it my Buii- 
ne{s to watch one of thofe Creatures out 
of her Cellar in the Moraing, and fol- 
lowed her all Day thro’ many intricate 
Mazes, and feen her run up and down 
feveral Trees 3 yet a little before Night 
fhe has gone dircQly co her own Apert- 
tent, looping under a heavy Burden, 
without ever mifing her Path or turning 


afide. I was extreamly delighted with 
his quick Turns of Humour; tor he con- 
tinued to go on at this agreeable Rate 
Very naturally uponthe Ants. Theo he 
turned his Difcousfe'and {poke of other 
Species whom he faid had likewi'e very 
fine Notions, and fome excellent Laws 
pradtifed among them, Thus he ran di- 
verting'y on thefe nice Heads, and 
brought in many Inftances of the chang- 
able Turns thole Beings frequent'y meet 
with, refembling the crofs Accidents of 
Men: for (ays he) after they have 
failed through many violent Sturms, and 
formed their Notes from che leaft breath 
of Wind, juft as they find themfelves 
deck’d with Beautiful Ornaments fic for 
the Entertainment of a few impertinent 
Joys, it is common for them in the midf 
of their Jollity and wilder Feafts, to be 
taken Captive, and thrown into fuch a 
ftreight Confinement, as not to know 
whether their Imprifonment will end ia 
Death or atriemphant Efcape. Ochers 
Che faid) as they were making glad, and 
the Sun fhining hot upon them under the 
Image of a Rainbow diverfified with Co- 
lours, have immediately funk down by 
the weight of a Cloud, or have been 
caft into Darknels. He had many of thefe 
Copies by him of the good and bad 
Chances that often happen to irrational 
Beiogs, and he carried the Sabjeét fo far, 
as if he was capable of {panning all the 
Cafual Events that ever befel any of 
them. Wpoa his readily being fupplied 
with new Matter (as he always was) he 
returned in the Heat of his Debates to 
his tormer Refleétions upon Humane 
Societies, and the many Improvements 
there are to be found in obferving the 
great reafon iaftili’d into othercCreatures. 
if a Map (lays he) is proud of his Know. 
ledge, of his Skill in curious Speculations, 
Serpents and Eagles (who are but as the 
Dream of a Shadow, and when they die, 
are foon annihilated) know more of it 
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than he; for they have many Antidotes 
againft Poifon and Difeafes, and are ac- 
quainted with the Vertue of fome Stones 
for the Cure of their little ones, which 
Phyficians value fo much, that whea they 
find fome of them, they think to have in 
Poflefion a Maisof Trealure. Here be madea 
ttand, and argued very nacurally upon the iil 

laced Humogrs of Men; reprefenting a formal 
BY sloguc to their Vanity He fad, it any one 
pretended thar Man was the only Being capable 
et receiving Realoo, there,were fume other 
Creatures who had glorious Ideas of Sorrow, Joy, 
and accidental Pafbons, aod who are immediate- 
ly upon any fudden Surprize tran{ported trom 
Pleaiure to Pain; tor tome of them are mighti- 
ly concerned at the lots ot aoy Creature whom 
they. have been long acquainted with, o¢ whea 
they fee theic Offipring taken away. At foch 
tumes (fays he) I have oblérved them to look 
withtully toto the Places where their beloved had 
lain, and cither lie dowa there, or tech: abvor it 
many Windiags backwards and torwards, with 
fuch an Appearance of Concern, as it they would 
(were it poflible) have tainted or fhed Tears at 
their fad Mitchance. Asi thought the old Gen- 
sleman was finjlbiog the lait Scene, he drew ano- 
cher, and laid there are toune irtatioual Anunals 
who very weil underiiaod Languages ; tor he had 
obferved that atter they told their Bufinels to 
each other, they have gone to fach a Place, and 
done there fich a thing, and what Work they 
had begua they actually periected. He was going 
to thew me how artificially forne of them built 
their Houfes, and tharch’d them over head to 
keep off the Violence of the Weather, wheo a 
flight of Birds few jalt by him. 1 deny (lays be) 
any A(trologer to koow fo much of Divination as 
thefe Animals, He is a Fool to them in many 
refpects ; they are bis Mafiers, and teach him 
tome of their Arts by particular Signs. Then he 
thewed me a tame Bird he kept by him, which 
had thar Knowledge as to kill Serpents and other 
Vermio, which attempted to enter his Cell, and 
brought me to the fight of feveral other Creatures 
who (he aid) told nm by their oatural Voues, 
as he lay io bis Cave, the firtt, fecond, third and 
fourth Watch of the Night. From hence he led 
me toa {mall Rivulet,where I faw feveral young 
Swans funcing themfelves upon the Shore, abous 
am Hour {ince (fays he) thofe littie Animals were 


rolliag upon the Water, ballafted with Sand fe 
the tolds ot their Wings, and laoded by the belp 
of their common Mother, where they now wait 
for her Return; and though they are buta few 
Weeks old, have fo much Senfe as pot to go with 
any other of the kind. Afterwards {tooping dowa 
by the brink of the River, he took up alarge 
Minew, that he (aw [wimmung among che Weeds, 
and perceiving ic to be very old, made a long 
Defcaur on the fuccetsful Voyages that fmmall Pilz 
had underraken in its time, when maoy bloom 
Fortunes had wisher’d by Wrecks or Deluges. He 
{poke much of its Travels and Adventures. This 
Creature (fays be) has that Subtilry as to know 
how to make its elcape, and hide out of Danger, 
if 1 fees t00 powertul ae Enemy coming againit 
it, and theo he flung the Pith again into its natu- 
ral Element. Having ended thele changeable 
Diftourtes, be had me back to bis Cave, where he 
took op a Covermg ot Clay, and fhewed me en 
graven oo Leaves ot Brafs, the feveral Arts and 
Ssicaces that the irrational Beings teach, 1 per- 
uled fome part of chole tort Left ms, and law 
that the Doves land down the excellent Rules of 
Innocency, the Bees Induftry, the Spiders the Art 
ot ipiamng hoe Threads, and the Lions Noble- 
nels of Spirit. After reading over thele and fe- 
veral other Laws that the reit of the Species in- 
(trufted their young ones in, my Veacrabie Friend 
laid he had (till remaining to tel! me a tar more 
curious Kelatroa thas any he had hitheero 
duced,touching the Know ledge and Chaitity of the 
=~. he had been al] this while diffourfing about, 
The Elephant (fays he) is the worthic{t aod moft 
fenfible Creature of thens all. He oever his 
Femalc,he loves her tenderly whom he has chofen ; 
with whom neverthelefs he does not cohabit bot 
every third Year, aod then only five Days, and 
fo privately, that he is never {Geo in that AG, 
but oo the fixzth Day he appears, whea before ail 
things he goes diredtly to fome River, wherein 
he wathes his whole Body, without returning any 
more to the Herd betore he is purified. Upon 
hearing all thefe Lultances, 1 told the Old Geatle- 
man upon our parting,that at this race there were 
Antiguari¢s and Vertuoio’s even a the An:- 
mals he had mentioned, who fearched into masy 
Curjofities, aod made aice Oblervations of things, 
and that It he their Schoois of Moralit 
— 5 oy Places to a Men fee their Dit 
orders, by comparing their irregular Conduct 
with the Regulasity of thoi Animals, 
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